
Subtests

WAIS®5  “By the numbers”

The WAIS®-5 provides an empirically validated, psychometrically 
advanced up-to-date assessment of cognitive ability.

20
total subtests

15
retained 

subtests from 
WAIS®-IV

5
new subtests

7
Working Memory 

subtests

Composite scores
 	 Primary Index Scores
 	 Expanded Index Scores
 	 Ancillary Index Scores
 	 Summary composite scores
 	� Special index scores for motor  

impairment or decline 

5
5

15
4
2 (FSIQ plus 

Digits Forward)

Minutes to administer

Note: Digits Forward is required and the time to 
administer is reflected in these numbers.

(10 primary subtests 
plus Digits Forward)

60
minutes

45
minutes

3 ways to administer 
Paper pencil, Q-global® digital assets with 
paper record form, and Q-interactive®

®

®Q-global

3 ways to score
Hand scoring, Q-global, and  
Q-interactive API

®

®Q-global



Reliability and  
validity evidence
g   Retest 
g   �Interscorer agreement  

(Verbal Comprehension subtests) 
g   Validity with other measures 
	 n �WAIS-IV
	 n �WISC®-V
	 n �DAS™-II NU School-Age
	 n �KBIT™-2 Revised
	 n �WIAT®-4
	 n �WRAML™3
	 n �PPVT™-5 and EVT™-3

Special group studies
g   Intellectually Gifted
g   Intellectual Disability, Mild and Moderate
g   Specific Learning Disorder – Reading
g   Specific Learning Disorder – Mathematics
g   �Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder 

(ADHD)
g   Autism Spectrum Disorder
g   �Traumatic Brain Injury, Moderate  

or Severe
g   Mild Cognitive Impairment
g   �Probable Dementia of the Alzheimer’s 

Type – Mild Severity
g   Personal Protective Equipment
g   English Language Learners

For training, sample reports, and more, visit PearsonAssessments.com/WAIS5.
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Racial/ethnic origins of examinees in the WAIS-5 
normative sample 

Verbal
Comprehension

Visual
Spatial Ability

Fluid Reasoning Working Memory Processing Speed
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12.2%  African American
5.4%  Asian

15.4%  Hispanic
5.3%  Other 

61.8%  White

Normative sample
2020 examinees

https://www.pearsonassessments.com/en-us/Store/Professional-Assessments/Cognition-6-Neuro/Wechsler-Adult-Intelligence-Scale-C-Fifth-Edition/p/P100071002

